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how juft foever a Man’s Pretenfions may betoa 
great or blamelefs Reputation, he mutt expeét his 
Share Of Obloquy and Reproach; and, even 
with regard to his Pofthumous Charaéter, con- 
tent himfelf with fuch a kind of Confideration, 
as induced the famous Sir Francis Bacoz, after 
having bequeathed his Soul to God, and his 
Body to the Earth, to leave his F'ame to foreign 
Nations; and after fome Years, to his own 
Countrey. 
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Illa fe jacket in Aula. Virg. 


AMONG all the Paradoxes in Politicks 
which have been advanced by fome among 

us, there is none fo abfurd and fhocking to the 
moft ordinary Underftanding, as that it is pof- 
ible for Great Britain to be quietly governed by 
a Popifh Sovereign. King Henry the Fourth 
found it impraéticable for a Prote/fant to reign 
even in France, notwithftanding the Reformed 
Religion does not engage a Prince to the Perfe- 
cution of any other; and notwithitanding the 
Authority of the Sovereign in that Countrey is 
more able to fupport it felf, and command the 
Obedience of the People, than in any other 
European Monarchy. Weare convinced by the 
Experience of our own Times, that our Con- 
itution is not able to bear a Popi/h Prince at 
the Head of it. King James the Second was 
endowed with many Royal Virtues, and might 


have made a Nation of Roman-Catholicks happy 
under 
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under his Adminiftration. The Grievances we 
fuffered in his Reign proceeded purely fromhis 
Religion: But they were fuch as made the whole 
Body of the Nobility, Clergy, and Commonal- 
ty, rife up as one Man againft him, and oblige 
him to quit the Throne of his Anceftors. The 
Truth of it is, we have only the Vices of a Pro- 
teftant Prince to fear, and may be made happy 
by his Virtues: But in a Popife Prince we have 
no Chance for our Profperity; his very Piety 
obliges him to our Deftruétion; and in Pro- 
portion as he is more Religious, he becomes 
more Infupportable. One would wonder, 
therefore, to find many who call themfelves 
Proteftants, favouring the Pretenfions of a Per- 
fon who has been bred up in the utmoft Bitter- 
nefs and Bigotry of the Church of Rome; and 
who, in all Probability, within lefs than a Dwelve- 
month, would be oppofed by thofe very Men 
that are induftrious to fet him upon the Throne, 
were it poffible for fo wicked and unnatural an 
Attempt to fucceed. 

I was fome Months ago in a Company, that 
diverted themfelves with the Declaration which 
he had then publifhed, and particularly with the 
Date of it, Iz the Fourteenth Year of our Reign. 
The Company was furprized to find there was 
a King in Exrope who had Reigned fo long and 
made fucha Secret of it. This gave occalion 
to one of them, who is now in Framce, to en- 
quire into the Hiftory of this remarkable Reign, 
which he has digefted into Annals, and lately 
tranfinitted hither for the Perufal of his Friends. 

have fuppreffed fuch Perfonal Reflexions 48 
are mixed in this fhort Chronicle, as not being 
to the Purpofe ; and find that the whole Hilto- 
ry of his Regal Condu€tand Exploits may be 
comprize¢ 
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eomprized in the remaining Part of this Half- 
Sheet. 


The Hiftory of the Pretender’s Fourteen Years 
Reign digefied into Annals. 


Nuo Regui r°. He made Choice of his Mini- 

ftry, the Firft of whom was his Confeflor. 
This was a Perfon recommended by the Soci- 
ety of Jefuits, who reprefented him as one very 
proper to guide the Confcience of a King, that 
hoped to rule over an Ifland which is not with- 
inthe Pale of the Church. He then proceeded 
to name the Prefident of his Council, his Se- 
cretaries of State, and gave away a very honou- 
rable Sine-cure to his principal Favourite, by 
conftituting him his Lord-High-Treafurer. He 
likewife figned a dormant Commiffion for ano- 
ther to be his High-Admiral, with Orders to 
toduce it whenever he had Sea-Room for his 
mployment. 

Anno Regni 2°, He perfeéted himfelf in the 
Minuet Step. 

Anno Regni 3°. He grew half a Foot. 

Anno Regni 4°. He wrote a Letter to the 
Pope, defiring him to be as kind to him as his 
Predeceffor had been, who was his Godfather. 
In the fame Year he ordered the Lord-High- 
Treafurer to pay off the Debts of the Crown, 
Which had been contracted fince his Acceflion 
tothe Throne; particularly, a Milk-Score of 
three Years ftanding. 

Anna Regui 5°. He very much improved him- 
felf in all Princely Learning, having read over 
the Legends of the Saints, with the Hiftory 


Of thofe feveral Martyrs in Exgland, who had 
attempted 
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attempted to blow up a whole Parliament of 


Hereticks: 


Anno Regn: 6°. He apply’d himfelf to the | 
Arts of Government with more than ordinary : 
Diligence; took a Plan of the Baftile with his | 
own hand; vifited the Galleys; and ftudiedthe § 


Fdi&s of his great Patron Lois XIV. 


Anno Regni 7°. Being now grown upto Years | 
of Maturity, he refolved to feek Adventures; © 


but was very much divided in his Mind, whe- 


ther he fhould make an Expedition to Scotland, . 


or a Pilgrimage to Loretto; being taught to look 
upon the latter in areligious Senfe, as the Place 


of his Nativity. At length he refolved upon | 


his Scorch Expedition ; and, asthe firft Exertion 
of that Royal Authority, which he was going 


to aflume, he Knighted himfelf. After a fhort | 


Piece of Errantry upon the Seas, he got fate 
‘back to Dankirk, where he paid his Devotions to 
St. Antony, for having delivered him from the 
Dangers of the Sea, and Sir George Byns. 

. Anno Regni 8°. He made a Campaign in Flan- 
ders, where, by the Help of a Teleicope, he 
faw the Battle of Oudexarde, and the Prince of 
Hanover’s Horfe thot under him; being potted 
ona high Tower with two French Princes of 
the Blood. . 

Anno Regni 9°. He made a fecond Campaign 
in Flanders; and, upon his Return to the Freac# 
Court, gained a great Reputation, by his Per- 
formance in a Rigadoon. 

Anno Regni 10°. The Pope having heard the 
Fame of thefe his Military Atchievements, 
made him the Offer of a Cardinal’s Cap; which 
he was advifed not to accept, by fome of his 
Friends in England. : 
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Aano Regni 11°. He retir’d to Lorrasm, where 

every Morning he made great Havock among 

the Wild-Fowl, by the Advice, and with the 

Affitance of his Privy-Council. He is faid, 

this Summer to have fhot with his own Hands 

fifty Brace of Pheafants, and one wild Pig; to 

have fet thirty Coveys of Partridges; andto have 
hunted down forty Brace of Hares; to which 
hemight have added as many Foxes, had not mott 
ofthem made their Efcape, by running out of his 
Friend’s Dominions, before his Dogs could finifh 
theChace. He was particularly animated to thefe 
Diverfions by his Miniftry, who thought they 
would not a little recommend him to the good 
Opinion and kind Offices of feveral Britifh F ox- 
Hunters. 

Anno Regni 12°. He madea Vifit to the Duke 
@ Aumont, and paffed for a French Marquis in a 
Mafquerade. 

Anno Regni 13°. He vifited feveral Convents, 
and gathered Sub{criptions from all the well- 
difpofed Monks and Nuns, to whom he com- 
municated his Defign of an Attempt upon Great 

rita, 

Anno Regni 149. He now made great Prepa- 
rations for the Invafion of Exglanzd, and got to- 
gether vaft Stores of Ammunition, confitting of 

eliques, Gun-Powder and Cannon-Ball. He 
received from the Pope a very large Contribu- 
tion, one Moiety in Money, and the other in 
Indulgences. An Jrifp Prieft brought him an 
authentick Tooth of St. Thomas a Becket, and it 
Isthought, was to have for his Reward, the 
Archbifhoprick of Canterbury. Every Mona- 
fery contributed fomething: One gave him a 
thoufand Pound; and another as many Maffes. 


Anne 





